
 

 NORTH QUABBIN GARLIC AND ARTS FESTIVAL 

~ The festival that stinks ~ 

 

SEPTEMBER 26 AND 27, 2015  APPLICATION INFORMATION 
                                    

Dear North Quabbin Area Artist: 
 
It has been quite a run for the North Quabbin Garlic and Arts Festival!  The Festival was raised and organized by 

North Quabbin artists and agriculturists who believe that this often overlooked region of Massachusetts has a lot to 

offer.  We invite you to apply to the 17th annual celebration of the agricultural, artistic, and cultural bounty of our 

North Quabbin region.  The festival has grown beyond our wildest dreams and our mission statement has served us 

well along the way to guide our decision-making as the festival grows in size, complexity, and cost.   
 
The North Quabbin Garlic and Arts Festival is a celebration of the artistic, agricultural and cultural bounty of the 

region.   The purpose of the festival is to unite North Quabbin people whose livelihoods are connected to the land 

and the arts, and to invite both local residents and those who do not live in the region to experience the richness of 

an area that is often overlooked.  The festival emphasizes what is homegrown, handmade and high quality, as well 

as what helps preserve and support the environment and the community. Everyone involved - organizers, exhibitors, 

volunteers, performers, attendees, a supportive community - makes the festival what it is: an engaging, fun and 

educational celebration for all ages. 

 

We are excited to announce another year of our sustainable volunteer model.   As part of your acceptance into the 

festival, you will be asked to contribute 4 hours during the summer leading up to the festival or during the days just 

before and after.   If you plan to apply this year, make sure to fill out the exhibitor participation information sheet 

that is part of your application packet.   Your application will not be juried without the participation form.         
 

Date:  Saturday and Sunday, September 26 and 27, 2015   Rain or shine. 

Festival Hours: 10am - 5pm both days  Setup: Friday  noon-7pm  or  Saturday 7 - 9:30am. 

Location:  Forster Farm, 60 Chestnut Hill Road, Orange, MA 

Site information: beautiful, outdoor, grassy field, vehicle access to site, parking nearby.  Prepare for mud on 

rainy days.  Have shims packed due to uneven patches in grassy field.  There is uneven field parking.  You 

provide your own tents, tables, chairs, etc.  No electricity is available. 

There is no application fee.   Applications are due April 20, 2015. 

 
**All applicants must include 4 photos of their work, even if you have exhibited at the festival for years.  Photos of 

individual pieces are preferred.  To ensure your work is fairly juried, make sure your photos represent details, 

functionality, and full understanding of your work. Many of our jurors are not artists so make sure your photos 

demonstrate the piece well.  These photos may be sent in with your application or can be emailed to 
garlicandartists@gmail.com.   If you do not have photos of your work, please email ASAP. 
     
Booth options and sizes: 
Do not send booth fee until you are accepted. 

1. 10' x 10' tent booth : $99   
2. Limited number of 10’ x 10’ Corner tent booths: $127 
3. People may share a 10 x 10’ booth with permission from Festival.    
4. 5’ x 10’ half booth: $55 only a few available.   Shared booths preferred.   
5. Community Marketplace: (5) artists share a 10’ x 20’ booth for $44 each. 

a. The Festival provides the tent.   
b. Artists set up and take down the layout and provide own tables, chairs, displays. 
c. Artists coordinate together to plan layout, signage, staffing, etc. 

 

mailto:garlicandartists@gmail.com


  
PLEASE NOTE:  Everything you sell must be handmade by you.  We give priority to quality art and craft, 

whether traditional or contemporary, made by hand, reflecting the heart and mind of the maker.  Items that will not 

be accepted for jury are:  work that is assembled from commercial molds or components, work that the exhibitor did 

not contribute more than 50% of production to, or work that was purchased from other makers or imported to resell. 

You may not sell t-shirts unless you apply and are approved as a t-shirt vendor. 
 
This is a regional festival, so we give priority to regional artists from the North Quabbin area.  The nine North 

Quabbin towns that will be represented at the festival are New Salem, Wendell, Erving, Orange, Athol, Warwick, 

Royalston, Phillipston and Petersham.  If there are still spaces to be filled, artists may be accepted from a defined 

surrounding area 15 miles from the site of the festival (North= NH border, East=Templeton, South=Pelham, 

West=Greenfield).  We may very occasionally invite a few artists from outside the region. 
 
NEW for 2015: “Friends of the Festival” invitation to apply:   New to the festival this year, the organizing 

committee will open up applications to jury and invite a select few artisans to participate as a one-time Artist 

Friend of the Festival.  An Artist Friend demonstrates high quality work, a strong community spirit, and 

creates their work in an underserved area outside of the festival’s represented Quabbin region.  These guest 

artists will be invited based on space availability, jury scores, and demonstration of festival values.  

Applicants are encouraged to participate in the festival’s demonstration offerings and will be juried 

alongside other applicants of the same medium with priority going to North Quabbin area artists.    
 
Important dates: 
Application due: April 20 (postmark date).   Notification of acceptance: May 11th.   Payment due: May 25th 

(postmark date).  Last day to cancel with refund:  August 1st. 
 
Festival Publicity: The Organizing Committee will publicize the festival through the local media.  Downloadable 

Flyers will be available on the festival website www.garlicandarts.org which you will be able to download, copy, 

distribute or post as you wish.  This is a great way for our exhibitor community, as well as attendees to help 

publicize this community event! The web site (www.garlicandarts.org ) will also have up-to-date information about 

the festival.  We also launch year round social media campaigns.  In terms of your individual business, your 

business name, a photograph of your work, and a link to your web site will be posted to the Festival page for Artists.  

You may also request Festival postcards, to be sent to you in August, as part of the application. 
 

Application Checklist:   

 

Information Read   

Application Filled out   

Booth chosen   

Photos included or emailed to garlicandartists@gmail.com 

Ways to Participate Form included 

 
Please send all application materials to: 

Artist Coordinators 

℅ North Quabbin Garlic and Arts Festival 

345 Farley Road 

Wendell, MA 01379 

 

Any questions? Email: garlicandartists@gmail.com 
 

 
           

 

http://www.garlicandarts.org/


 

North Quabbin Garlic and Arts Festival Application Form 

 

Please fill in all information, print all pages, and send by mail.  Please do not email your application.   
 
Name:_______________________________________   
 
Type of Applicant:  ______NORTH QUABBIN ARTIST     or     ______FRIEND OF THE FESTIVAL 
 
Business Name preferred for program listing: _________________________________________________ 
 
Street or P.O. Address: __________________________________Town,State, Zip: ___________________ 
 
Phone:____________________________             EMAIL: ______________________________________ 
 
Website URL:_____________________________________ Check here if you don't have email:  ________ 
 
Facebook: _________________________________   Twitter: ___________________________________ 
 
Other website links:______________________________________________________________________ 
 
*PHOTOS:  Please include or email 4 photos that are representative of your work, along with a stamped,  

self-addressed envelope for return of slides/photos.  Write the price of each item on the back of the photo.*   

 

Physical photos with application: ____  Emailed photos: ____ (garlicandartists@gmail.com) 
 
PLEASE DESCRIBE YOUR WORK (Remember, there are non-artists on the jury so be specific, your photos and 

descriptions play a important role in your jurying):                                             
 

Price Range: ____________________    Materials used: ______________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Technique: ___________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you plan to sell any garlic-related products? _________ 

Do you plan to demonstrate? ____________________________________________________________ 

POSTCARDS: # requested ______  (These will be sent with your exhibitor information packet in August.) 
 

Booth choice:  (Rank up to 4 choices with 1 being your first choice) 
____Single booth ($99)   ___Corner booth ($127)  ___Half-booth ($55)  ___Community Marketplace ($44). 
                                                    
Return this Application and the Ways to Participate Form postmarked by April 20th to:    
 
Artist Coordinator North Quabbin Garlic and Arts Festival  345 Farley Road, Wendell, MA 01379. 
 
The Fine Print: The undersigned does hereby forever discharge, release and hold harmless the Forster Farm and the North 

Quabbin Garlic and Arts Festival organizers of and from any and all manners of actions, suits, damages or claims whatsoever 

arising from personal injury and any loss or damage to the property of the undersigned while in the possession of or supervision 

of the North Quabbin Garlic and Arts Festival. 
 
Signature __________________________________ Date_________________________ 
 

 



 

Your name and exhibitor/business name: ____________________________________________ 

Email:__________________________________________ 

Phone:__________________________________________ 

If you do not use email regularly, note the best way to contact you. 

North Quabbin Garlic and Arts Festival Exhibitor Participation 

  

               Please return with your Application 

Exhibitor participation has proven to be a wonderful and important element of the festival. The entire 

festival organization is based on volunteerism. With each exhibitor contributing approximately 4 hours of 

time during the year leading up to the festival or during the days just before and after, it sustains the 

festival as a unique, energizing, and vital event for all!  

  

It is very important that each exhibitor shows up and carries out their task, once assigned. Festival 

organizers are volunteers, multiple reminders take time and energy, and we do keep track of who 

participates. The festival gladly puts energy into promoting exhibitors, and keeps fees affordable for you. 

Everyone contributing and showing up for their task is absolutely essential to bring the festival to fruition. 

  

There is a wide range of ways to participate. Please indicate three ways you could contribute, 

prioritizing your choices by using the numbers (1, 2, 3).  We will notify you by June about your task.  

If would like your same task as last year, identify as No. 1 and circle. 
  

 

MOST IMPORTANT TASKS – IF YOU CAN, PLEASE CHOOSE A WORKDAY OR FOOD 

PREP TASKS BEFORE CHOOSING ADDITIONAL TASKS.   
 

 

Participate in a workday preceding the festival setting up tents and tables, booth layout, marking parking 

areas, setting up fences, field and road signs, etc (choose one day): 

  

_____Sunday afternoon Sept 6          

_____Sunday afternoon Sept 13 

_____Sunday afternoon Sept 20       

_____Tuesday Sept 22  

_____Friday Sept 25 

  

Clean up workday after the festival: help take down Festival site/infrastructure: 

  

______ Monday Sept 28                 ______ Wednesday Sept 30 

 

 Make and deliver a dish to serve 10-12 people plus beverage, for one of the workday or clean-up crews 

(choose one day) 

 

______Sunday afternoon Sept 6      

______Sunday afternoon Sept 13     

______Sunday afternoon Sept 20 

______Tuesday Sept 22                 

 ______Friday Sept 25                        

______Monday Sept 28 

______Wednesday Sept 30 



Additional Tasks to Prioritize: 

  

______Help prepare exhibitor packets with postcards and info (one evening in early Aug, TBD) 

  

______Assist other exhibitors with arrival/locating their booth or other last minute set-up needs  

(Friday Sept 25) 

  

______Bring coffee on the morning of festival (7 to 11 am) for organizers/super-volunteers. 

  

______Neaten food area Saturday night of Festival: re-arrange chairs, wipe down tables, etc. 

  

______ Neaten and wipe down chairs in food tents and public and demo areas Sunday morning 

  

______After the festival, help sort the compost at Clearview Compost! (fun for the right folks) 

  

______After the festival, help sort the recyclables (Monday Sept. 28) 

  

______After the festival, send thank-you emails or phone calls to all the volunteers who participated. 

  

______Suggest a way to participate that you feel is needed and beneficial, that you don’t see listed here     

             and we’ll gladly consider it! 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________ 

  

  

Thank you for your participation!  This model ensures that we come together as a community to 

make the festival the best that it can be. 


